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Fifteen Marshallese children and their 
mothers delighted in a literacy project 
last spring designed, not only to improve 
the children’s reading skills, but also to 
teach them about their culture. 

At Anij Emmon Assembly of God 
Church in Springdale, where they 
met six times to learn reading activi-
ties they could continue at home, the 
children, most of whom were born in 
the United States, and their mothers 
displayed the work they had done. 

Marta Collier, associate professor 
of childhood education, Yvette Mur-
phy, assistant professor of social work, 
both at the University of Arkansas, 
and Deanna Perez Williams, migrant 
education coordinator for the Boston 
Mountain Educational Cooperative, 
designed and conducted the program 
with funds from the University of Ar-
kansas Women’s Giving Circle. 

“As a research component, we wanted 
to look at the whole notion of nostalgia 
so we tried to choose books that were re-
flective of their culture,” Murphy said.

The children illustrated a folk tale 

about a whale and a sandpiper that the 
mothers had heard as children.

Marshallese community leaders in 
Springdale such as Anita Iban, who 
works as a translator in the public school 
system, assisted with the project. Spring-
dale has the largest Marshallese popula-
tion outside the Marshall Islands.

Marina Michael attended the pro-
gram with her 6-year-old son. “We 
enjoyed talking about the island tradi-
tions,” Michael said. She was laughing 
but her eyes were shiny with tears as 
she thought about her home. “This was 
the first program we’ve been in that in-
cluded the Marshallese culture.”

The literacy project used an educa-
tion model developed in 2003 by Wil-
liams. The Community-Based Partner-
ship Methods in Education provides 
guiding principles for educators on how 
to engage and partner with parents in 
diverse communities to improve their 
children’s academic outcomes.

To read more about the project and 
see more photos, visit http://coehp.
uark.edu/5312.htm. 

Cultural Aspect Makes Literacy 
 Project Special to Islanders

as her work to raise awareness of 
the condition and the simple test 
that can detect it. The ankle-brachial 
index requires a nurse to compare 
blood pressure levels taken at the 
ankle and the arm.

To read more about Lawson and 
her work, visit 
http://coehp.uark.edu/5147.htm. 

Springdale Hispanic Teens 
Visit Athletic Training  
Education Program

Jeff Bonacci, director of the athlet-
ic training education program, intro-
duced a group of 
teenagers to the 
discipline when 
they visited the 
University of Ar-
kansas campus 
in June.

The 14 girls 
were taking part 
in the Commu-
nity Health Applied in Medical Public 
Service program, or CHAMPS, con-
ducted by the Area Health Educa-
tion Center-Northwest in Fayetteville. 
The program’s goal is to encourage 
minority students to pursue a career 
in the health professions. 

The ninth-grade girls enjoyed tap-
ing each other’s ankles and wrists af-
ter Bonacci gave them a quick lesson 
in techniques to stabilize limbs. The 
group also visited other postsecond-
ary institutions and health facilities in 
Washington and Benton counties. 

To read more about the project 
and see photographs, visit
http://coehp.uark.edu/5217.htm. 

Leadership Academy Names 
First Master Principals

The Arkansas Leadership Acad-
emy announced the names March 
12 of four school principals in 
Arkansas who were the first to 
achieve the status of master school 
principal through an intense three-
year program.

Ken James, Arkansas commis-
sioner of education, and Beverly El-

In the News

Marshallese boys play in the “ocean” at the closing celebration in June of a Marshallese 
literacy project. 
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liott, director of the Arkansas Lead-
ership Academy, presented awards 
of distinction and certificates to:

•	 Blaine G. Alexander, principal 
of Magness Creek Elementary 
School in Cabot.

•	 Diane Barksdale, principal of 
Carver Magnet Elementary 
School in Little Rock.

•	 Debbie Davis, principal of 
Bayyari Elementary School in 
Springdale.

•	 Diana Peer, principal of 
Parkview Elementary School in 
Van Buren.

Master school principals will re-
ceive a $9,000 per year bonus for 
five years upon earning the desig-
nation. They are eligible for an addi-
tional $25,000 per year for five years 
if they are selected to serve at a low-
performing school. 

The leadership academy also 
completed its first yearlong invita-
tional institute for superintendents. 
Twenty-eight superintendents from 
around the state took part in the pro-
gram focusing on systems change.

To read more about the leader-
ship academy based in the College 
of Education and Health Professions 
and its programs, visit
http://cied.uark.edu/5005.htm.  

Office for Studies on Aging
Collects Grant for Workshops

Ro DiBrezzo, University Professor 
of kinesiology, and Barbara Shad-
den, professor 
of communi-
cation disor-
ders, received 
a University 
of Arkansas 
Women’s Giv-
ing Circle grant 
to fund a work-
shop series 
for caregivers aimed at improving 
their physical and emotional health 
and reducing stress associated with  
giving care.

DiBrezzo and Shadden co-direct 
the Office for Studies on Aging, 
which was established with help of 
the University of Arkansas Graduate 

U.S. News & World Report listed the 
rehabilitation education and research 
program in the College of Education 
and Health Professions at No. 15 in its 
2008 edition of “America’s Best Gradu-
ate Schools.” The program consistently 
ranks in the top 15 in the nation.

In another sign of the program’s 
quality, its graduates go on to direct 
state rehabilitation agencies, centers 
for college students with disabilities, 
vocational departments and university 
programs across the nation. Its faculty 
members contribute to increased ac-
cessibility for people with disabilities 
through their research and service. In 
2005, the program received the No. 1 
ranking in scholarly publications based 
on an assessment of authorship in six 
core rehabilitation journals.

Brent T. Williams, assistant profes-
sor of rehabilitation education, served 
on the Governor’s Task Force on Sup-
ported Housing that recently complet-
ed new standards for public housing in 
Arkansas that he said go beyond the 
Americans with Disabilities Act to ac-
commodate people with disabilities. 

“We have to convince builders that 
inclusive design isn’t just for a specific 
market niche,” he said. “Our task is to 
show them that it’s just good design.”

Williams also worked with colleagues 

in the UA School of Architecture on a 
book tentatively titled Just Below the Line: 
From Marginalization to Equity in Southern 
Housing to be published next spring by 
the University of Arkansas Press.  

Work by Richard T. Roessler, Uni-
versity Professor of rehabilitation edu-
cation and research, has garnered him 
national awards in the field. His cur-
rent research focuses on helping peo-
ple with multiple sclerosis, a chronic 
debilitating illness that strikes adults, 
often in the middle of their careers.

The newest faculty member, Lynn 
C. Koch, associate professor of rehabil-
itation education and research, serves 
as program coordinator. Her research 
interests include emerging disabilities, 
psychosocial and vocational implica-
tions of disability, reflective rehabili-
tation counseling practice, and the 
scholarship of teaching and learning. 
She has authored or co-authored more 
than 70 publications related to dis-
ability, vocational rehabilitation and  
employment. 

Rehabilitation Program Maintains  
National Prominence with Teaching,  

Service, Research

In the News

Richard T. Roessler 	 Lynn C. Koch 	 Brent T. Williams

Ro DiBrezzo

Rehabilitation graduate  
program ranked No. 15  
by U.S. News & World  

Report in 2007
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Last spring, the gradu-
ate communication 
disorders program in 
the College of Educa-
tion and Health Profes-
sions earned reaccredi-
tation for eight years 
from the Council on  
Academic Accredita-
tion of the American  
Speech-Language-Hear-
ing Association.

In speech-language pa-
thology, a student must 
graduate from an accred-
ited program in order to 
be licensed and certified 
to practice clinically, 
said Barbara Shadden, a 
professor of communica-
tion disorders and the 
program coordinator. 
The accreditation for 
the master’s degree at the 
University of Arkansas, 
the entry-level degree for 
clinical practice, runs through 2014.

“Several years prior to this accredita-
tion cycle, our national organization 
changed the standards specifying the 
knowledge and skills required to work as 
a speech-language pathologist, as well as 
the standards for graduate level prepara-
tion,” Shadden said. “The new standards 
are incredibly intricate, and the chal-
lenge of tracking each of hundreds of 
knowledge and skill achievements by 
each student has been daunting for grad-
uate programs around the country.”

The accrediting team reviewed 
coursework, clinical training and fac-
ulty credentials and workload, among 
many program aspects. The team com-
mended the program for its nearly 100 
percent pass rate of the national exam 
over the past eight years as well as its 
specialized clinical services such as 
work with augmentative and alterna-

tive communication devices.
“Changing our graduate program 

to address new standards and prepar-
ing for the reaccreditation process and 
site visit had taken a great deal of time 
and effort on the part of the entire fac-
ulty over several years,” Shadden said. 
“Being accredited for the maximum 
eight-year accreditation cycle means 
we can move forward with our ongo-
ing primary mission – providing qual-
ity academic and clinical education to 
prepare the speech-language patholo-
gists of the future.” 

Larry Aslin directs the program’s 
Speech and Hearing Clinic. Other fac-
ulty members in addition to Shadden 
are Fran Hagstrom, assistant profes-
sor; Marilyn McGehee, instructor; and 
Mary Ann Toner, associate professor. 
A new faculty member, Kim Baker, 
joined the program in the fall.

Communication Disorders Program Pass 
Rate, Special Services Noted 

School to pro-
vide a focus for 
multidisciplinary 
initiatives in 
aging. One re-
search project 
concerns the 
effect of stress 
on caregivers’ 
health.

The workshops will provide access 
to and information about a wide vari-
ety of local, regional and national re-
sources. Also, caregivers will receive 
valuable information about coping 
strategies and improving personal 
health. Participants will be invited to 
take part in pre-workshop interviews 
that will help to guide topic selection 
for the workshops.

To read more, visit http://www.
uark.edu/misc/aging/.

Accrediting Bodies Impressed 
With Teaching, Nursing Programs

Three academic programs in the 
College of Education and Health 
Professions were re-accredited dur-
ing the last academic year.

The National Council on Accredi-
tation of Teacher Education sent a 
team to review the college’s profes-
sional education unit, consisting of 
all teacher licensure programs.

The successful visit was directly 
related to the development and im-
plementation of an assessment plan 
that serves as the core assessment 
system for NCATE accreditation, pro-
vides academic programs with ana-
lyzed data that can be used for pro-
gram improvement and contributes 
to the overall university assessment 
plan. The assessment system is de-
signed around a database that gives 
programs annually updated informa-
tion on student learning outcomes for 
use in program modifications. 

The Eleanor Mann School of Nursing 
earned accreditation from the Commis-
sion on Collegiate Nursing Education 
for its new master of science degree 
in nursing. The accreditation term runs 
for five years. The school’s baccalaure-
ate degree program earned reaccredi-
tation for a 10-year period. 

In the News

Master’s student Lauren Boles works with Tom Roberts as 
he hones his skills on an augmentive communication board.

Barbara Shadden

http://www.uark.edu/misc/aging/
http://www.uark.edu/misc/aging/

