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Politics and Literature
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As common references to utopian schemes
and Orwellian newspeak show, some of the
most important works of politics are fictional.
This course explores classic and
contemporary works of political fiction, to
better understand recent political history and
such concepts as power, freedom,
totalitarianism, discrimination and social
class.
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For the most part, the course will avoid
Washington themes (e.g., Advise and
Consent) and instead focus on more
comparative and universal works. This
course introduces students to such social
scientific concepts as freedom, equity, social
engineering, social class, power, alienation,
colonialism, Marxism, capitalism, oppression,
and utopia. Mainly, the course will focus on
the individual v. society.

The course serves two primary purposes.
First, a knowledge of political literature helps
students understand modern political
discourse, such as terms like "Big Brother"
and "Brave New World." Second, secondary
Social Studies and English teachers need
exposure to political fiction to better shape
their own curricula.
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